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Premessa

Questo lavoro ¢ il risultato di alcuni incontri avuti con uno dei maggiori
esperti dell’evangelizzazione cinese: Angelo Sanzano Lazzarotto (Sernaglia
della Battaglia-Tv, 14 maggio 1925) missionario del Pontificio Istituto delle
Missioni Estere di Milano (PIME), istituto fondato nel 1850 per volonta di Pio
IX (Giovanni Maria Mastai Ferretti, 1846-1878) sul modello delle Missions
Etrangéres di Parigi. Angelo S. Lazzarotto ha assunto diversi incarichi sia per
conto del suo Istituto che per il Collegio Urbano di Propaganda Fide a Roma.
Laureato in Missiologia, si € sempre interessato alla diffusione del cristianesimo
in Asia, specialmente in Cina, dove negli ultimi 30 anni ha compiuto frequenti
viaggi. Questa intervista ¢ stata dettata dall’esigenza di ripercorrere il cammino
dell’evangelizzazione cinese dando risalto a questioni che sono basilari affin-
ché nuovi scenari possano trovare una qualche forma di concretizzazione.
L’opportunita di questo percorso ¢ stato dato sia dalla mole della produzione
scientifica di Lazzarotto, della quale ¢ riportata in appendice una selezione',
nonché dalla sua esperienza diretta della complessa e composita realta cinese.

' Cfr. La Cina in Italia: una bibliografia dal 1899 al 1999 (Repertoria ac Bibliographiaca, 2),
a cura di F. D’Arelli, Roma, Is.I.A.O., 2007, 1750, 2187, 4726, 5097-5147, 5747.
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Abstract

This work reports the text of the interview with one of the most known
Italian missionary and great researcher of Christianity in China, Father Angelo
S. Lazzarotto, who has lived in Hong Kong in different historical periods having
gotten various charges on behalf of the PIME Institute in Milan, to which he
belongs.

The interview gave the chance to discuss some subjects concerning Christia-
nity in China and to get some precious information from the extensive experience
of missionary life of this great personality, resulting from his several journeys
to China.

When in 1979 Deng Xiaoping inaugurated a new political way, Father
Lazzarotto could make return to Hong Kong, where he experienced a different
situation.

Therefore, the subjects treated in the interview are not only the outcomes
of Father Lazzarotto’s wide scientific production, but his whole knowledge
developed also thanks to the direct meetings with many important members of
both the Ecclesiastical and political Italian and Chinese world.

For this reason, the interview deals firstly with Christianity in China, while at
the same time covers different issues that give evidence of Father Lazzarotto’s
precious knowledge of a wide range of arguments in that field.

In the interview many questions deal with different but related subjects
which range over the delicate issue of the religious freedom in China, the
new opportunities of dialogue between the Chinese Government and the
Roman Catholic Church, the world’s religions dialogue, the renewed and
growing interest of many Chinese researchers in Christianity and its values,
the Globalisation process and the admission of China to the «World Trade
Organization» (WTO).

These and all the other subjects treated with Father Angelo Lazzarotto give
us the possibility to highlight how the position of Christianity in the current
China is more complex and more composite than it’s appears.

Vincenza Cinzia CAPRISTO (capristocinzia@]libero.it) graduated in Political Sciences - Inter-
national Relationships from the University of Florence «Cesare Alfieri» presenting a dissertation
on «Political History and Diplomacy in Eastern Asia». Since 2000, she is doing research on the
«History of Christianity in Chinay, particularly during XIX and XX Centuries. She published
different articles on this topic and actually cooperates in some research projects promoted by
the University of Naples «L’Orientale», the Universita Pontificia dell’Italia Meridionale of
Naples and other centres of research.





